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  New Jersey WasteWise Business Network 
  NJDEP, Bureau of Recycling and Planning 
 
Subject: Minutes from the Network meeting of November 22, 2011   
 
Minutes: 
 
Welcome – Network Co-Chair Al Fralinger reviewed the three main concepts of WasteWise, 
which are waste reduction, recycling and recycled product procurement, as well as the benefits of 
WasteWise membership.  Network Co-Chair Steve Rinaldi, (Steven.Rinaldi@dep.state.nj.us) 
congratulated Network members that have recently won NJDEP and USEPA recycling awards, 
discussed the meeting agenda and reviewed administrative details.   
  

1. Environmental Stewardship and Economic Growth Go Hand In Hand – Wayne 
Staub, Director, NJDEP, Office of Economic Growth and Green Energy  
(Wayne.Staub@dep.state.nj.us).  Mr. Staub discussed the role that his office plays in the 
NJDEP and its five major objectives, which are as follows:  accelerate the transition to a 
clean energy economy; enable responsible and sustainable economic growth; provide 
resources on sustainability; foster environmental and energy innovation; and address 
climate change and global warming.  It is important to remember that recycling is a key 
aspect of sustainability, with numerous environmental benefits (including energy 
savings) and economic benefits (including disposal cost avoidance).      

 
2. Pedals for Progress...Supplying International Economic Aid Through Reuse – Dave 

Schweidenback, Founder and CEO, Pedals for Progress (pdls4@comcast.net).  Pedals 
for Progress is a non-profit organization based in High Bridge, New Jersey whose 
mission is to provide bicycles to those in the developing world whose economic growth 
is held back due to their being little or no means of transportation available.  Mr. 
Schweidenback’s organization  collects used bicycles in the northeastern United States 
through various collection events held in conjunction with businesses, municipalities 
and various groups and then ships the bikes all over the world to those in need.  Thus 
far, Pedals for Progress has shipped over 133,000 bicycles to 37 countries.  Pedals for 
Progress will supply posters, news releases and other advertising materials to those who 
would like to hold a collection event.  Mr. Schweidenback also mentioned that his 
organization collects and ships used sewing machines to the developing world.  This 
program is also significant because a sewing machine equals a job in the developing 
world.  Pedals for Progress is not only helping the impoverished of the developing 



world, but also is helping the local environment by keeping thousands of bicycles and 
sewing machines out of the waste stream. 

 
3. Food Scraps Recycling by Composting:  Opportunities for Sustainability 

Leadership.  When Brown is Green! – Nicholas J. Smith-Sebasto, Ph.D., Executive 
Director of the Kean University Center for Sustainable Studies (nsmithse@kean.edu).  
Dr. Smith-Sebasto discussed the deteriorating state of the world’s soils, the 
consequences of soil degradation and what can be done to address this situation.  A key 
strategy that can help remedy this situation is to recycle food waste and other organic 
material and then return the finished compost back to the soil as a soil amendment.  Of 
particular note, is the concept of on-site in-vessel aerobic composting where food waste 
is composted over a very short period of time in an enclosed digester.  This approach is 
used at Kean University.  In this system, the finished compost is then used at the point of 
generation in landscaping and garden projects.  In addition to avoiding to landfill 
disposal costs and trucking costs, such an approach provides numerous environmental 
benefits, such as a reduction in greenhouse gas generation and natural resource 
conservation.    

 
4. Outsmarting Waste Through Innovation…The TerraCycle Story – Albe Zakes, 

Vice President Global Media, TerraCycle Inc. (albe@terracycle.net).   TerraCycle, based 
in Trenton, NJ, started out by recycling food waste, using worms to break down the 
organic matter (known as vermicomposting), to produce all purpose plant food and plant 
fertilizers.  Interestingly, the company reuses plastic soda bottles for its plant food 
product packaging.  Over the years, the company’s focus has broadened to include 
“upcycling” of other companies’ packaging and other difficult-to-recycle materials, such 
as juice pouches, chip bags, candy wrappers, pens, and more.  An example of what the 
company means by upcycling is the creation of a gym bag from potato chip wrappers.  
TerraCycle uses “waste brigades”, which are most often school groups, to collect these 
items and ship them to the company.  The company pays the brigades for most of the 
materials that they collect, but the funds must go to a school or a charity.  Thus far, 
35,000 schools have participated in TerraCycle’s product brigades.  The company is also 
looking to collect material through single and multi-stream collection centers at 
shopping centers. This concept is currently being tested at a Wal-Mart in southern New 
Jersey. TerraCycle has also produced a sustainability curriculum for schools.  The 
company is now a world-wide organization.   

 
Note:  Thanks once again to PSE&G for hosting the meeting and sponsoring the breakfast.  
Thanks also to Al Fralinger for making the arrangements!   
 
The following is the list of registrants for the 11/22/11 meeting; 
 
Speakers: 
 
Al Fralinger, PSE&G, albert.fralinger@pseg.com 
Steve Rinaldi, NJDEP, Bureau of Recycling and Planning, Steven.Rinaldi@dep.state.nj.us 
Wayne Staub, NJDEP, Office of Economic Growth and Green Energy, Wayne.Staub@dep.state.nj.us 
Dave Schweidenback, Pedals for Progress, pdls4@comcast.net 
Nicholas J. Smith-Sebasto, Kean University Center for Sustainable Studies, nsmithse@kean.edu 



Albe Zakes, TerraCycle, Inc. albe@terracycle.net 
 
Attendees: 
 
Brian Anderson, SBM Site Services, LLC, BAnderson@sbmcorp.com 
J.J. Arahill, PSE&G, James.Arahill@pseg.com 
Ken Armellino, Covanta Energy, KArmellino@CovantaEnergy.com 
Ashlyn Banci, Sandy Alexander Inc., abanci@sandyinc.com 
Mike Birnbaum, Hesstech, Michael.Birnbaum@hesstech.com 
Angela L. Bonanno-Lynch, Bergen County Utilities Authority, abonanno-lynch@BCUA.org 
Josh Boyle, SBM Site Services, LLC, jboyle@sbmcorp.com 
Greer Lynn Brown, New Jersey American Water, Greer.Brown@amwater.com 
Jim Brown, Monmouth County Planning Bd. – Recycling - jbrown@monmouthplanning.com  

Jeffery Bryk, Waste Management, jbryk@wm.com 
Jeff Caldwell, New Jersey American Water, Jeff.Caldwell@amwater.com 
Anthony Catananzi, Toyota Logistics Services, Anthony_Catananzi@toyota.com 
Steve Changaris, National Solid Waste Management Association, schangaris@nswma.org 
Casey Cullen, The Willow School, ccullen@willowschool.org 
Brendan Daly, PSE&G, Brendan.Daly@pseg.com 
Eckhardt Debbert, Veolia ES, echardt.debbert@veoliaes.com 
Richard DeLuca, R. DeLuca Associates LLC, richarddeluca@optonline.net 
Debbie DePew, Old Bridge Township, DDepew@oldbridge.com 
Frank Devetori, North Jersey Media Group, Devetori@northjersey.com 
Jim DiSantis, PSE&G, James.DiSantis@pseg.com 
Craig Doolittle, EORM, Inc., doolittlec@eorm.com 
Al Du Bois, City of Clifton, adubois@cliftonnj.org 
Todd Ellis, Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation, TEllis@call2recycle.org 
Jared Eudell, Birdsall Services Group, Inc., JEudell@birdsall.com 
Aleta Finney, PHI/Atlantic City Electric, alfinney@pepcoholdings.com 
Sondra Flite, NJDEP, Sondra.Flite@dep.state.nj.us 
Brian Frohnapfel, WM Recycle America, bfrohnap@wm.com 
Robert Fulminante, Borough of Raritan, captaingarbage1@aol.com 
David Gavura, McCarter & English, LLP, dgavura@mccarter.com  

Joann Gemenden, Union County Recycling Office, jgemenden@ucnj.org 
George Glenn, Eden Rock Recycling, GGlenn3@aol.com 
Grace Goldbeck, National Association of Purchasing Managers, ggoldbecknj@yahoo.com 
Dawn Green, Merck & Co., dawn.green@merck.com 
Howard Halverson, The Valley Hospital, hhalver@valleyhealth.com 
Ken Hart, The Elm Group, Inc., khart@elminc.com 
William Hartman, Bergen Regional Medical Center, WHartman@bergenregional.com 
Melissa Harvey, Somerset County Solid Waste Division, Harvey@co.somerset.nj.us 
Rich Hills, Middlesex County Division of Solid Waste Management, richard.hills@co.middlesex.nj.us 
Mike Hirschman, Borough of Ringwood, mhirschman@ringwoodnj.net 
Mark Hughes, Princeton Plasma Physics Lab, mhughes@pppl.com 
Lawrence Kendrick + 1, Toyota Logistics Services, Lawrence_Kendrick@toyota.com 
Margaret Kevin-King, Princeton Plasma Physics Lab, mking@pppl.gov 
Michael Koppenal, Wilenta Feed Inc., mkoppenal@gmail.com 
Karen Kritz, NJ Department of Agriculture, karen.kritz@ag.state.nj.us 
Marie Kruzan, Association of New Jersey Recyclers, anjr@optimum.net 
Katie Kulenich, New Jersey American Water, Katie.Kulenich@amwater.com 
Chris Lawlor, Hesstech, Chris.Lawlor@hesstech.com 
Sandy Lea, Rust-Oleum Corporation, SLea@rustoleum.com 



Pam Lewis, Watchung Environmental Commission, inspirational_air@yahoo.com 
Will Lewis, Sysco Guest Supply, LLC, wlewis@guestsupply.com 
Doug Liebau, The Rescue Mission of Trenton, DouglasL@rmtrenton.org 
Lauri Loaiza, MCC Recycling Services, LLC, lauri.loaiza@mccrecycling.com 
John Lorenzo, Ametek/EDAX Materials Analysis Division,   john.lorenzo@ametek.com 
Hector Martinez, Sealed Air Corporation, Hector.Martinez@sealedair.com 
Gary Matthews, New Jersey American Water, Gary.Matthews@amwater.com 
Joe McCullough, SBM Site Services, LLC, jmccullough@sbmcorp.com 
Bill Messmer, Township of West Milford, BillMessmer@msn.com 
Fran Metzger, Monmouth County Planning Bd. – Recycling - Fran.Metzger@co.monmouth.nj.us 
Leanna Meyer, Princeton Plasma Physics Lab, lmeyer@pppl.com 
Curtis Mitchell, New Jersey Turnpike Authority, babek@turnpike.state.nj.us 
Pat Monaco, Bernards Township, PMonaco@bernards.org 
Eliazar Mosquera, The University Medical Center at Princeton, emosquera@princetonhcs.org 
Anthony Mrozak, Mrozak Energy, TMrozak@mrozakgroup.com 
Michael Mulligan, Bernards Township, MMulligan@bernards.org 
Susan Murray, WasteNot Solutions, smurray@wastenotsolutions.com 
Rich Orlusky, United States Postal Service, richard.c.orlusky@usps.gov 
Greg Pavlic, Township of Parsippany, gpavlic@parsippany.net 
Debbie Petrucelli, Raritan Bay Medical Center, DPetrucelli@rbmc.org 
Dave Potts, PSE&G, david.potts@pseg.com 
Joseph Puro, National Bulb Recycling, Inc., ameliap@nationalbulbrecycling.com 
Nicholas Puro, National Bulb Recycling, Inc., ameliap@nationalbulbrecycling.com 
Bryan Rubio, Kean University, rubiobry@gmail.com 
Gray Russell, Montclair Township, grussell@montclairnjusa.org 
Ed Russick, GTI and the Township of Denville, erussick@gti-e.com 
Kyle SanGiovanni, University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ, sangiova@umdnj.edu 
John Scarpiello, Veolia, John.Scarpiello@veoliaes.com 
Lou Scharfstein, Sandy Alexander, Inc., lscharfstein@sandyinc.com 
Kevin Sheridan, Sheridan Funding & Management, LLC, kevinsheridan@sheridanfunding.com 
Nina Seiden, Passaic County Recycling Office, NinaS@passaiccountynj.org 
Steven Senders, ASM Electric Inc., steve@asmelectric.com 
Jon Snyder, Environmental Service Management Group, j.snyder@esmg.com 
David Stires, West Milford Township, recycling@westmilford.org 
Keith Timper, Silver Line Building Products LLC, KeithTimper@slbp.com 
Toyota – Additional person 
Natalie Tocci, Bergen Community College's Green Pathways program 
Louis Troiano, Reliable Paper Recycling, Inc., lou@ReliablePaperRecycling.com 
John Trudel, Everyday Green Products, LLC, john@everydaygreenproducts.com 
Michael Trudel, Everyday Green Products, LLC, mike@everydaygreenproducts.com 
Sanjana Varkhade, Horizon Group USA, SVarkhade@hgusa.com 
Christine Vidal, Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority, cvidal@co.morris.nj.us 
Diana Vigilante, Somerset County, Vigilant@co.somerset.nj.us 
Rachel Weisslitz, SBM SiteServices, LLC, RWeisslitz@sbmcorp.com 
Manjula Wijerama, Horizon Group USA, MANJULA.WIJERAMA@Horizongroupusa.com 
Gary Wohler, PSE&G, Gary.Wohler@pseg.com 
Alan Yoss, Laser Save, ayoss@lasersave.com 
Matt Ziegler, Mars Chocolate North America, matt.ziegler@effem.co 
 
 
 
SR: Minutes November 22, 2011 


